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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-21 contain reference numbers relating back to the specification. Although 
claims are read in light of the specification, the examiner still gives each claim the broadest 
reasonable interpretation. For examination purposes, the examiner interprets these limitations in 
such a like manner in light of this 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph rejection. 

Claims 8, and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 is written as an independent claim but recites the limitation "The set of 
equipment according to the invention". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim as it is unclear weather the claim includes the set of equipment claimed in Claims 1-7. 
For examination purposes, the examiner is defining the limitation "The set of equipment 
according to the invention" as a set of equipment only as described in Claim 8. 

Claims 16-21 are dependent on Claim 8 and are likewise rejected in a similar manner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention \v;is patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign conntn or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mori et al. 
(Patent No.: 5,880,446). 

As to Claim 1, Mori teaches a set of equipment according to the invention for the 
preparation and execution of the financial performance of a business transaction between a seller 
and a buyer, which contains an internal communication unit belonging to the seller's financial 
institution and an internal communication unit belonging to the buyer's financial institution, an 
information transmission network connecting the internal communication units of the financial 
institutions, furthermore, an external seller communication unit belonging to the seller and an 
external buyer communication unit belonging to the buyer, the external seller communication 
unit and the external buyer communication unit have data transmission channels, the data 
transmission channel of the external seller communication unit is connected to the internal 
communication unit of the seller's financial institution and the data transmission channel of the 
external buyer communication unit is connected to the internal communication unit of the buyer's 
financial institution characterised by that the external buyer communication unit and the external 
seller communication unit are connected to each other with the assistance of a directed data 
channel suitable for creating an unambiguous connection between them, which directed data 
channel is set up so that it is suitable for sending the seller's identification data and transaction 
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data, the external buyer communication unit has an own-data input part-unit, a seller-data 
receiving part-unit, and, furthermore, a data unification part-unit, the one input of the data 
unification part-unit is connected to the own-data input part-unit, the other input of the data- 
unification part-unit is connected to the seller-data receiving part-unit, the output of the data- 
unification part-unit is either directly or indirectly connected to the internal communication unit 
belonging to the buyer's financial institution, furthermore, the external seller communication unit 
has an own-data input part-unit, a transaction-data management part-unit, furthermore, a data 
unification part-unit, a seller-data sending part-unit and a seller's data-receiving part-unit, one 
input of the data-unification part-unit is connected to the own-data input part-unit, the other input 
of the data-unification part-unit is connected to the transaction-data management part-unit, the 
seller-data sending part-unit is linked to the seller-data receiving part-unit of the external buyer 
communication unit and the seller's data-receiving part-unit is in either direct or indirect 
connection with the internal communication unit belonging to the seller's financial institute (see 
at least Abstract; Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 2, line 8 through Col. 3, line 21; Col. 4, line 
25 through Col. 6, line 43; and Col. 9. lines 25-60). 

As to Claim 2, Mori teaches that one or more data centres are inserted into the 
information transmission network, and all the data centres are fitted with communication units 
for the receiving, processing and forwarding of information (see at least Figure 1; Figure 2; 
Figure 3; and Col. 2, lines 48-67). 

As to Claim 3, Mori teaches that a data-transmission and operation-performing unit 
suitable for receiving, processing and forwarding information is inserted into the information 
transmission network, and the data-transmission and operation-performing unit is linked to the 
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accounting bank (see at least Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; and Col. 2, lines 15-67; Col. 4, lines 
35-47; and Col. 5, lines 20-33). 

As to Claim 4, Mori teaches that the external buyer communication unit has an 
information-receiving part-unit for receiving data arriving from the buyer's financial institution 
(see at least Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; and Col. 2, lines 15-67; Col. 4, lines 35-47; and Col. 5, 
lines 20-33). 

As to Claim 5, Mori teaches that the data-transmission channel between the external 
buyer communication unit and the internal communication unit belonging to the buyer's financial 
institution is supplied with at least one wireless signal-transmission device (see at least Col. 5, 
line 1 through Col. 6, line 12). 

As to Claim 6, Mori teaches that the data-transmission channel between the external 
seller communication unit and the internal communication unit belonging to the seller's financial 
institution is supplied with at least one wireless signal -transmission device (see at least Col. 5, 
line 1 through Col. 6, line 12). 

As to Claim 7, Mori teaches that the information transmission network between the 
internal communication unit of the seller's financial institution and the internal communication 
unit of the buyer's financial institution and/or the data-transmission channel between the external 
buyer communication unit and the internal communication unit of the buyer's financial 
institution and/or the data transmission channel between the external seller communication unit 
and the internal communication unit of the seller's financial institution have one or more 
encryption part-units (see at least Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 6, lines 29-31; Col. 8, lines 49-53; and 
Col. 9, lines 25-45). 
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As to Claim 8, Mori teaches a set of equipment according to the invention for the 
preparation and execution of the financial performance of a business transaction between a seller 
and a buyer, which contains an internal communication unit belonging to the financial institution 
that is the same for both the buyer and the seller, furthermore, an external seller communication 
unit belonging to the seller and an external buyer communication unit belonging to the buyer, the 
external seller communication unit and the external buyer communication unit have data 
transmission channels, the data transmission channel of the external seller communication unit 
and the data transmission channel of the external buyer communication unit are connected to the 
internal communication unit of the financial institution characterised by that the external buyer 
communication unit and the external seller communication unit are connected to each other with 
the assistance of a directed data channel suitable for creating an unambiguous connection 
between them, which directed data channel is set up to be suitable for sending seller identifier 
data and transaction data, the external buyer communication unit has an own-data input part-unit, 
a seller-data receiving part-unit, and, furthermore, a data unification part-unit, the one input of 
the data unification part-unit is connected to the own-data input part-unit, the other input of the 
data-unification part-unit is connected to the seller-data receiving part-unit, the output of the 
data-unification part-unit is either directly or indirectly connected to the internal communication 
unit belonging to the financial institution, furthermore, the external seller communication unit 
has an own-data input part-unit, a transaction-data management part-unit, a data unification part- 
unit, a seller-data sending part-unit and a seller's data-receiving part-unit, one input of the data- 
unification part-unit is connected to the own-data input part-unit, the other input of the data- 
unification part-unit is connected to the transaction-data management part-unit, the seller-data 
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sending part-unit is linked to the seller-data receiving part-unit of the external buyer 
communication unit, and the seller's data-receiving part-unit is in either direct or indirect 
connection with the internal communication unit belonging to the financial institute (see at least 
Abstract; Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 2, line 8 through Col. 3, line 21; Col. 4, line 25 
through Col. 6, line 43; and Col. 9. lines 25-60). 

As to Claim 9, Mori teaches that the external buyer communication unit has an own-data 
register connected to the own-data input part-unit (see at least Col. 2, lines 15-67; and Col. 9. 
lines 25-60). 

As to Claim 10, Mori teaches that the external seller communication unit has an own- 
data register connected to the own-data input part-unit (see at least Col. 2, lines 15-67; and Col. 
9. lines 25-60). 

As to Claim 11, Mori teaches that the external seller communication unit has a 
transaction identifier production module (see at least Col. 8, line 49 through Col. 9, line 60). 

As to Claim 12, Mori teaches that the external seller communication unit has a seller- 
data receiving part-unit (see at least Abstract; Col. 7, lines 1-15; and Col. 8, line 49 through Col. 
9, line 60). 

As to Claim 13, Mori teaches that the directed data channel between the external buyer 
communication unit and the external seller communication unit there is at least one wireless 
signal-transmission device built in (see at least Col. 5, line 1 through Col. 6, line 12). 

As to Claim 14, Mori teaches that the external buyer communication unit and/or the 
external seller communication unit are supplemented with a wireless signal-transmission device 
(see at least Col. 5, line 1 through Col. 6, line 12). 
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As to Claim 15, Mori teaches that there are one or more encryption part-units fitted in 
the directed data channel between the external buyer communication unit and the external seller 
communication unit (see at least Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 6, lines 29-31; Col. 8, lines 49-53; and 
Col. 9, lines 25-45). 

As to Claim 16, Mori teaches that the internal communication unit of the financial 
institution is connected to an information transmission network, there are one or more data 
centres inserted in the information transmission network, and all of the data centres are fitted 
with communication units for receiving, processing and forwarding information (see at least 
Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; and Col. 2, lines 15-67; Col. 4, lines 35-47; and Col. 5, lines 20-33). 

As to Claim 17, Mori teaches that a data-transmission and operation-performing unit 
suitable for receiving, processing and forwarding information is inserted into the information 
transmission network, and the data-transmission and operation-performing unit is linked to the 
accounting bank (see at least Figure 1; Figure 2; Figure 3; and Col. 2, lines 15-67; Col. 4, lines 
35-47; and Col. 5, lines 20-33). 

As to Claim 18, Mori teaches that the data-transmission channel between the internal 
communication unit of the seller's and the buyer's financial institution and the external buyer 
communication unit and/or the external seller communication unit has one or more encryption 
part-units (see at least Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 6, lines 29-31; Col. 8, lines 49-53; and Col. 9, 
lines 25-45). 

As to Claim 19, Mori teaches that the external buyer communication unit has an 
information-receiving part-unit for receiving data arriving from the financial institution (see at 
least Figure 2; Figure 3; Col. 6, lines 29-31; Col. 8, lines 49-53; and Col. 9, lines 25-45). 
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As to Claim 20, Mori teaches that the data-transfer channel between the external buyer 
communication unit and the internal communication unit belonging to the buyer's financial 
institution there is at least one wireless signal transmission device (see at least Col. 5, line 1 
through Col. 6, line 12). 

As to Claim 21, Mori teaches that the data-transmission channel between the external 
seller communication unit and the internal communication unit belonging to the seller's financial 
institution is supplied with at least one wireless signal -transmission device (see at least Col. 5, 
line 1 through Col. 6, line 12). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to IRENE KANG whose telephone number is (571)270-361 1. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571)272-6783. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James A. Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



/IRENE KANG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3693 
9/3/2008 



